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Come see what these students can  do 
by Melissa Friesen 

Like every other Coop dis 
play I've attended at FFHS, 
it's always exciting to see 
what students are passionate 
about in the workforce. 

Mira Donaldson knows 
how showing up for more 
than what's required can 

moved the polarizing filter it 
took about two and a half 
hours of rubbing Goo Gone 
on the glass screen to finish 
the job. The monitor was a 
spare that had just been sit 
ting at the back, and when 
Adam presented the idea, 
they let him run with it. He's 

we're just trying to figure out 
what's wrong with it.” He 
suggests that everyone 
should have a basic under 

factor. 
I ask her about the benefits 

of French immersion, and 
she's quick to rattle off a list 

would design according to 
the curriculum. So what was 
the biggest challenge in shar 
ing her knowledge of the lan 

experience solidified for him 
that he would like to work in 
the industry in the future. 
“For one thing, it's hands on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adam Onichuk tries to educate me on what he 
learned during his Coop at Lowerys. 

Katelin Gruniak relays the challenges and benefits of 
French immersion from her time in the kindergarten 
classroom. 

 
 

Mira Donaldson displays her knowledge of csections 
from her CoOp at the hospital. 

standing of how computers 
work if they want to own 
one. “Most of it is very sim 
ple to replace,” he says trying 
to be positive. 

– including increased job op 
portunities, improved mem 
ory, enriched travel 
experience. But what's it like 
for young kindergarten stu 

 
guage? “You have to slow 
things down for them a lot. I 
always forget that they don't 
understand everything I say 

 
I do like to apply academic 
theory. It's a high paying job, 
not that that's the biggest 
thing. It doesn't require a uni 

reap big results. During one 
PA day, she spontaneously 
decided she would still at 
tend her coop in Surgical 
Services at the hospital. 'I 
walked in and they said, 'Are 
you excited to see some c 
sections today?'  She ended 
up seeing two and it was “the 
most incredible thing I've 
seen in my life. I never 
thought it was something I'd 
be so affected by.” She said 
that the experience of 
watching a live birth and the 
reaction of the parents made 
her so happy she's now con 
sidering a career in pedi 

been given a lot of opportu 
nities to learn new things 
about computers and busi 
ness. “I get to work in the 
back on computers and do 
sales and invoicing. I kind of 
get to do everything there.” 

So far, he's not exactly sure 
what he wants to do in the 
future with his skills, but he's 
enjoyed all the cool stuff he's 
gotten to do in the mean 
time. He's planning to stay 
back for a year, make money, 
and be sure about what he 
wants to study before he 
makes the investment. 

Next to Adam, Ashton 

Ashton plans to stay back 
for another year to take 
more math and science 

dents, who are already enter 
ing a new learning 
environment, to be thrown a 

in French.” 
Finally, Brenden Laur's im 

pressive wall display was 
enough to make me turn 
around ask him about his Co 
op. It was fully wired for 
lights and and a charging 
outlet. During his time with 

versity degree, and it'll give 
me a job right away.” 

He considered his possibili 
ties very methodically and 
practically, knowing that he 
liked construction work, but 
that he didn't want the con 
stant labour intensive part of 

 

 
 
 

Ashton Brenna features a fully functioning laptop 
mounted on his display board, thanks to all the prac 
tice he’s had taking apart computers at Wilson’s. 

 

classes before heading off to 
study software engineering. 

Further down the line, 

 

brand new language on top 
of it?  “At first, we just teach 
them really basic things over 

Brenden Laur decided to try out electrical work and 
thinks he’ll stick with it, thanks to a successful Coop 
with M.L. Caron Electric. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Khali DeGagne highlights the things she learned at 
the Fort Frances Daycare Centre. 

Katelin Gruniak has been a 
French immersion student 
since the beginning. Now she 
wants to find out what it is 
like to teach it. She's hoping 
to apply to study for Early 
Childhood Education, hope 
fully in Ottawa for the French 

and over. They don't reply to 
us in French, but they begin 
to understand things – oh 
but they have to ask to go to 
the washroom in French!” 
Her time there usually in 
cludes singing French songs 
and craft making, which she 

M.L. Caron Electric, he was 
able to work and learn beside 
electricians. “I was a little cu 
rious about the job itself. I'm 
looking for what field I want 
to go into and I was inter 
ested in electricity so I de 
cided to try it out.” The 

putting up walls. He takes a 
lot of pride in the work he's 
already done around town. 
“That feeling is absolutely 
wonderful. When you plug it 
in and it works, that's so re 
warding.” 

 
atrics. Considering those 
were the only csections she 
was able to witness during 
her Coop, she's really glad 
she decided to go into the 
hospital that day. 

Her display board high 
lighted some of the major 
steps in the procedure, in 
cluding a video that played 
actual csection footage. She 
listed some of the pros and 
cons and what happens to 
the baby once he or she has 
been born via csection. 

Khali Degagne learned the 
importance of exploration 
for development in children 
during her Coop at the Fort 
Frances Daycare Centre. 
She's always loved taking 
care of kids, but since her Co 
op started, she's grown a 
new appreciation for what 
sparks kids' brain activity. 

 
Brenna also had an eye 
catching display – a laptop 
dismantled and exposed, yet 
fully functioning (complete 
with live webcam and inter 
net) mounted on his display 
board. “What made you 
want to do that?” I ask him. 
“I thought being able to see 
everything working in your 
laptop was a cool idea.” He 
tries to explain to me what's 
actually happening with all 
those moving pieces but it's 
too complicated for me. 

After having spent his Co 
op at Wilson's however, this 
is pretty basic stuff for him. 
“Repairing them helped me 
learn a lot. I can basically 
build anything from scratch 
now.” 

The biggest lesson Ashton 
learned was the power of 
troubleshooting. “Someone 

 

Her daily routine could in 
volve reading stories out 
loud, making recipes, playing 
games, building towers, 
dancing, or just about any 
thing that the kids come up 
with. “I like doing fun stuff 
like baking. We made icing 
for a cake once and they 
were able to try what they 
made.” She's also gotten to 
know each child well enough 
to understand how to calm 
them if they get agitated. 
“You really have to work with 
them and be patient. You 
have to change the way 
you're doing things to ac 
commodate them.” 

While Khali enjoys getting 
to foster child development 
through exploration and 
play, she's more interested in 
monitoring the development 
that happens in utero. “Per 
sonally, I want to be a mid 
wife,” she tells me. “There's 
something about childbirth 
that I'm really interested in.” 

As I made my way around 
the loop of students' dis 
plays, Adam Onichuk's 
caught my eye. A computer 
monitor sat on his desk, 
seemingly blank, but once 
you put on movie theatre 3D 
glasses – the picture was 
clearly there. “It's magic,” he 
chuckled before telling me 
about how he stripped the 
screen of its polarizing filter. 
He configured the glasses to 
be orientated the right way 
and presto! 

He's been spending his Co 
op fixing computers at Low 
erys and after “reading a few 
things on how monitors 
work, it seemed like a cool 
thing to do.” Once he re 

will bring their computer in 
and just say, 'It's not work 
ing,' so most of the time 

 


